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sEale. THE AMAZING SPIBDER-MAN.

pﬂn@ﬂmams ERI LARSEN TERRY AUSTIN RICK FHRKER Bog SUSREN Tim SHLIERUP Tau DgFlLco
Writer Pencils Inks L etlers C lors Edifor Editor in Chief

G

TEE BOry N THE BRASS-HANCLED OX
EEI-OWS TO MATHAN LL/BENSKY, A
COMPULSIVE GAMBLER WHOSE FINAL
BETHAD COST MM 415 LIFE. /WA WAY,
HE'S LUCKY: HE DOESN'THAVE TO

LIVE WITH THAT LOSS.
b
THOSE WHO GATHER ARCLNG

His ﬁ??EfA’L?‘-ﬂﬂémVE,
HOwEVER. .. DPO.

, Late August, 1 (&N # 0274-5232) Published by MARVEL JamesE. , President. Stan Les, Publisher. Michael
FICE OF PUBLICATION: 387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016. SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK,
Published mmumﬁmmwmm.myam Copyright © 18580 by Marvel Entertainment Group, Inc. All rights
X 5 i 12 :$12.00U.S.; IT.WM:WWAWW‘WMMU‘MNGM
mmnrmnmmummﬂu it i this institution is intanded, and any such similarity which
may existis d rized dealers and s sold subject to mmmmmnmulmnnuawmmmwpm
of its cover or markings removed, nor in a mutilated condition. THEAMAﬁNGSPIDEH—MAN{Wm-HmmmmMmummmudm
thereof) are trademarks of MAHVELETI'ERTAIWBWTGROUP INC. POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, o/o MARVEL COMICS, 9TH
FLOOR, 387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORI, N. .
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1 WoULD LonE
TO HAVE YoU/

LOSING A Lovep one
ANY AGE (& TOUGH, BUT
MAY HAS TO MAKE HER

, CWN DECISIONS,

ANP IF THATS NOT
ENOUGH, THERE'RE
ALWAYS MY PROBLEMS
AS SPrOER-MAN 7,
LIKE FIGURING OUT
THAT WYSTERIOUS
PLAN

CCTOPUS SEEMS
TO BE HATCHING /,

ey

a

PG

e



S TBARY
NcOW THAT WE'RE TOGETHER, Y/ &

TELL WHY INE
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I PON'T KNOW. T
WOULDN'T WANT TO
| LIVE WITH THAT KIND

OF SZALGHTE]

WORRY NOT, SHANCHAN.
WORLD GOVERNMENTS
WON'T BARE RISKSUCH
ANNIHILATION/ BESIDES

==50 LITTLE FAITH.. I RE-FORMED
THE. SINISTER S1X FOR A REASON.

FOR EXAMPLE : THAT EN!

VELOPE
C’%TANS INSTRUCTIONS ON

LIV WILL

Y

RECENTLY DISCOVEREDIN
AFRICA AND ON LOAN TO

HOW

YOU AND HOBGOS OBTAIN EMPIRE STATE LINIVERSITY,
A BRAND NEW ELEMENT CALLBD 4 WHEN CORRECTLY FROCESSED|

S RINCITE.

IT WILL PROVIDE Us WITH
COMPLETE éMWNIZ‘)’

~THE
SINISTER SIX
oW PLANET
EARTHY




NEVER BEFORE HAS A FORCE
OF ONE BEEN SO POWERFUL!

Lrime and kidnapping have put
a death grip an New York, Tokyo
ant Rig. A solitary figure strives
to squelch the misguided deal
ings of a bunch of underhanded
terrorists bent on Kidnapping
innocent kids. Dnly the Black
Manta possesses the

PUT THE FORCE OF ONE powers that can save them.
3 ON YOUR WALL!
Send 1ot your FREE Black
Manta poster today!
Guantilias are limited.
Write to:

Biack Manta Poster

Taito Software. Inc

2. Box 1436

Bothell, WA 28011

!Mgrap!mn and sound. challenge and
on the Power Player Meiur!

Caaaea VoM yas
i it fraese 1. 800-688- 2485 Towa ™

Al fights feservad, Rintondn, ®

e bk, £ 1996 Nuntendo of
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HEY! Now you co'n'h_ove
Nickelodeon anywhere.
. 53

-~

If's o Mogozine...lris a Club...It's a Store.

THE NICKELODEON MAGAZINE
Month after month Ni sl}#}%ﬂrt?bﬁngs :

to say and see which one gets slimed next.
Game Zone—The toughest mazes and word
benders around. :
Nicktoons—Featuring comics like Porls Avenue
and Flar Car. Cheds 'em out,

Nick Rodks—A rock 'n’ roll photo quiz with the

gwﬂﬁ

freshest groups.

i

THE NICK CLUB CARD
Don't Grow Up Withour Il
Your own 3-D hologram card will get you
special offers or discounts af these places.

1 [ Yes! | want 1o be @ member of ttie Nick Club for @ year and

1
1
|
I
1
i
1 Accounr # mnmm___fw :
Signarure
; |
 Name of Porent or Guardian 1
1 Kid's Name i N |
5
| Address |
| Ciy Sare Zip. :
The information 10|
i e S
i mmnw . a civision of Viacom Intemaianal Inc. “Game Zona’, 1
"Nickioons”, and ik Rocks” are| ownod and loensad for Lse Dy WTV Networs, a dvsion
' of Viaoom intemasional inc. Othe trades propery ‘
Facerark cwnrs. Capyngn 1600 MTV Networs. Al rghs rserved. )\

THE NICK STORE
i Get special "Kids Only" prices.
Each month you can order the coolest books,
com discs, cassettes, videos, posters, hard ro-
find Nidk has, t-shirts and other grear stff. ;

2

e e S e e e

Mail ro: Nickelodeon Club, PO, Bax Nidk-1, indionapolis, tN 46294-0163

get 12 FREE issues of N ine plus the money saving

ckelodeon Magazine
Nick Club card for just $9.95 (Please allow &-8 weeks for delivery)

I
I Method of Paymens: (] Check or Money Order (payabie ro Nickelodeon Club)
: Charge my club membeship to: 0

MasterCard
O Diners Club [ American Express 0 Visa

e e e e o e e e e -



BUT I'VE GOT PROBLEMS
OF WY OWN! TowA
SHESHR, THELUNAT!G
WHO KIPNAPFEP ME, IS
OUTON BAIL / AND THE
DIRECTOR OF MY SOAP
OPERA WASHDSPITAL!ZE?
IN AN “ ACCIDEN
FEW DAYS AGO/' WHA‘I‘
I DOW'T NEED I6 Y
HUSBAND ACTING LIKE
A TERS

MARRIAGE |5
GIVE AND
TAKE/

MORE THAN EVER
BEFORE/

I’M 50?:?); SWEETHEART, IM JuUsT
50 UPSET ABOUT ALNT MAY. I sHOULD|
NEVER HAVE TAKEN T OLIT ON YOL.

WELL, IF
YOU PUT IT
THAT WAY...
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7/l

- A A L S i N
Z - = ’ THE HoBeoBLIN/
{ \ ) 3 BASHING A COUPLE
OF SECURITY GLARDS!

10






X-Men® fans! Now

the fantastic gang of heroes...

Wolverine” Cyclops.™ Nightcrawler

Storm,” Colossus" Ice Man™...are at
your command to save the entire human race.

As Professor Xavier, you must choose the right
X-Men to complete your colossal mission—to stop the

evil mutants. For uncanny and explosive Nintendo®

action and strategy, X marks the spot!

Licansaa by N
far pimy on

ENTERTRINMENT
SYSTEM

TMA& © 1990 LN, Ltd. X-MEN" Copyright = 1988 Mar vel Enterla:nmenmmup Inc. All Rights Reserved. X-MEN,” CEREBROQ."
WOLVERINE " CYCLOPS™ NIGHTCRAWLER™ STORM.* COLOSSUS." ICE MAN.” MARVEL SUPEH HEROES!" and Marvel
Character names and |l of Marvei Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Nintendo® and
Nintendo System’ are regi of Nintendo of America Inc.
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BUT ONE EASILY RESOLVED/
SINCE A 5PRAY OF HALLLICINO-

STUPENTS MUST BE LNPER
MYSTERIO'S CONTROL/
CAN'T FIGHT BACK/,




Hey!/ wH-wHy'RE

i g

o -- THERE'S
¥ A WHOLE WAR
GOIN'ON AT
OR'S
ISLAND/

o

W//ItERATA PuBLie ==l

PLAYGROUNPC NEAR

GREENWICH VILLAGE,
THOMPS OV

AND FELICIA HARD)

SPEAK OF OENTLER

THINGS.




Look, THERE'S
NC WAY--

SHOULPA QUIT
WHILE YOU WERE
AHEAPL,




A LONG, LOoNG TIHE Ao LiTéR
THIRN YOU THINK NG SOONER

HOWI .




 THAT

BONK... HEk!
SBDE e 505- wiLL

I WOULDN'T WaNT TO
BE IN KING PROOL'S
SHOES ONCE BONK

BONKS HIS WAY
TO HIM,

1990 Red

@ 1990

e

echnologies

T e a3




ALL MY LIFE 1'VE BEEN
7, ON MY OWN,

Al ] al
STHP

COMIN' IN LOW/
LOOKS LIKE
h TWo #MEN/,




SANDMAN /
NOWS

¢ THOEEMILn'Ammué
NEEP SOMETHING ELSE f'
TO oceuPY THEIR
ATTENTIONS




{ HE WAS RPIRTLY
RESPONSIBLE
FOR NATHAN'S §.)

3 ’
1 _";"I"'»"'ft‘"”VII /
? VULTURE! "/////
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Send §1 for our huge catalog!
Or FREE with any order

Spiderman Video (1 hour) ......

Allnew Spiderman #1 - written, pen-
cilled and inked by Todd McFarlane!
Reg. $1.75 - Our Price Only .99¢!

#1 (Black Cover - Limit 5)
#]1 (Silver Cover - Limit 5)
Poster = Cover Spidey #1 ...
Spiderman Bendable Figure
Spidey Buuon Set (6) (McFarl) . 7.95
Spidey Collector's Figure (12") 20.95
Great moveable 12° figure inclades snd)

19.95
12.95
895

Spiderman Watch (Nice!} .
Spiderman vs. Venom Trade

=

Sputarae TM & © Marwi, 1990 T-Shint - Cover Spidey Nl. ¥ 12.95
| — — e
COLLECTIBLES GAMES

Avengets Button Set (&)(Reg. §8) 4.95
Punisher, Spigey, or Woiv Button. 1.50
Punisher of RobaCop Model ... 29.95
Punisher or Wolv Bendabie .
PVYC Colisctibie Figures ... i

Batman, Punisher, Robin, Wolver

* Sel of all 4 PVC's (Reg. $18) ... 9.95
Robocop Il Movie Card Set.. 19.95
Turties Ltd Card Set (Reg. $20) .. 1495

Atiens Boardgame
Batman Nintendo
Botman Roleplaying Game ..
Batman Souicebook (2nd Edit) H 95
Matvel Superhero Game ..

Marvel Univ Hondbooks 1-6. .
Punisher Game (iBM only)
Turties Basic Rules
X-Men Nintendo .

PosSTER SALE

Avengers (GIoup) .........
Batman:Atkhom Asylum
Copt Amarico (Painfed) .
Daredavil (Miller] ...
Hulk (Painted - Nicel)
Iton Man (Moebius)
Nick Fury/Wolveine ...
Punishet: Movie .. - 4.95/3.95
Pun: Target Proctice (leck) 4.95/3.95
Pun: Urban Shootout (Zeck) 4.95/3 95

RoboCop Movie ... 495/3.95
Saver Surfer (Painted) 4.95/3.95
Simpson Family ... 495/395
Submariner (pcmled)

J)
Wolverine vs. Hu\k (McF:m)
X-Foctor (Simonson) ...
X-Men (Al Adams) ........
Kelly Bundy (Hot) .....
Traci Lords il (Hotl)

T-SHIRTS

(High quality. cotton, Indicate L or XL!)
Bat Logo on Black (Reg. §13) . 50
Batman on Block (Reg. $13)
Jokeron Black (Reg. §13]
Punisher w/ Biood on Bioc
Punisher Decth Logo on Biack
RoboCop'on Biock .
Simpson Family (Nlcalj

4951395

1
1295

Spidemnan ¥1 Cover :McFan}

* SPECIALS
Reg. /Sale

Batman: Archives HC ... 39.95/29.95
Contains rare Batman stones! 305 pgs!
Batman: Digital Just HC .. 525/19.95
Futuristic thmkigr! Computer generated!
Black Widow (Newl) ......9.95/ 7.95
New! Features Avengers, Sheid, moie!
Comic 1990 Price Guide $15/11.95
502 pg! Include photos. prees & more:
Deathiok 1.2....... 3095 3.45

The real Man of Steer” retuins! Nicet
History of Comic Books 1295/10.95
20 fuily itustrated chapters 320 poges:
Punisher: Movie ...... .5.95/ 495
Fincily cvilabiél A 46 poge caaprion’
Punisher: No Escape ...... 495/ 395

All new viokent 48 poge deline
Sandman Trade ............ 1295/ 9.95
Highly acciaimed! 256 pagest '
Silv Surfer: Ensiavers HC ..517/14.95
By Stan Leel Greot 64 pg hardcover!
Turties Collection 1 19.95/16.95
Contains Tuties I-11 & more! 540 pgs!
Wolverine vs. Hulk .......... 495/ 3.95
incigdes fust oppeor of Wolv 8 moret
Wolver ys. Spiderman ....4.95/ 3.95
One of the mos! viclent stories ever!
World's Finest 1 .. ..395] 3.45
Batman & Superman reunife! Hott
X-Factor: Love Prisoner.. 495/ 395
All new geluxe seiies Dy Guice!
X-Men: Starjammaers 1.2 450/ 395
Prof X retumns! ‘Greot 2:part sefies!

Aliens Dl Bk} 1:8) ...

Alens Earth Wars 1 (Um 5) ... 2
Abensil1 (206).2:4 ... ..

5t of Alens i 1-
Aliens Poster (Nekan)
Abens vs. Predator 1 (1si)
Dark Horse 32:36 (LM 2) ...
Praciator 1(2nd).2:4

 Set of Pregator 1-4

Aliensli] (2nd).2-4 (151) ...
Allens Earth War (1st-Lms)
Allens vs. Pragator 1 (15t- Lims)
AlphaFiight 1.10-13.17 33.52.53 . 2.50

29.54-81 $1.80,14-16,18-32.35-49 §1

263.300 83 296.299,305.307-323.75
AvenW.Coast 148 6-20.Annd 1. a:
25-40,42-46,58-62 $1

Arkhom Asylum Trace .. 1495 4757 ......
Arkham Asylum HC ... 19.95 Batman 433.436(1st-Lim 1).4nn 14 sz
Batman Archives 1 .. 2995  434.435437-441 §1 442(Robinl) .75

Botman: Dark Knight ..
8atman: Son of Demon
gatman Year 1 &2 .
satman & Me (300 Kane) lavs
Dedinin the Famdy . 395
Dagrial Justice HC

Gotham By Gosight ...
Gisotest Batman Stores

443-449(5aiel) 75 450-453 ... $1
Catwoman 1 86 3.4 §2 Cuit1-4 $28
Gothom Goskght & Kiling Joke 3.95
CopAmer 334-350 §2 351-377 .1.00
CliveBorker Heliolser)-3 ... 4.98
Nightoieads 1-3 $1.50 Vein1-3 6.95
Daredevil 226-237.242-247.250-253 $2

1595
182-184.248 249 §86 260-284 ... $
Graagtast Joker SO ¢
g g oS8 175 Datective 598,400.401 (U1} ...250
i &04-607 .78 603.607-620.4nn2 $1
mm‘um”"“’w 405 Drbtange 183 24582 613 ... 1

8atmon, Joker. Bob Goon Excalibur] §7.50  DeiuxeI(lsy) $10

Satmabse Minature - 150 248 510 2 11-27... 180
Bofman Bution Set (6) ... 395 Fantd 223.241,245-259261-265 . 1.60
Batman Move Figure 269-285.287-314.322-344...............78
8oxof Movie Corcs 1.2 ... 9.95  Ghostidec1(lst-Lm1)$3 24 ...$2
(Each box contains 30 corcs)  Groo” 20-27.30.32.38.36:39.43 .. 1.50

5245 81 GrooChion1-6 ... 3.50,

Mulk 347.348,351-363.365:373... 1.50

- honMan 241-252 1.50 253-260
JLAmer 1,268 3588 610......
1128 Ann 34 $180 2942
JLEurope 1 §1.50 2-9.11-17..

Amaz.Spid 253-283,286-297 ... 2.50
326.327.329.331-339, Ann 23 ... 1.50
Avengers 232-252,264-297,302 .. 1.50 ¢

Pun: Assasen's Guild ..
Pun: Big Nothing HC
Punisnar: infruder HC

MoonKnight 4-7.6-9(Punsher).101.50
Namor 1 (Saiel) .75 2-6(8yme) ..... §1
NewMutants 1§6 217 §3 1850 .52
51-71,74-8587-9) ... 1.50
NewTions 53-58.62.63 §1.80 59 . $1
&0 (Botman-Lim1) 85 &1(8at) u
Pionetotthe Apes1.2 §2 (L)
Predator 1 (15-Lm 1)$10 1(2nc).2- 452

Purishar Movie AJop! .
Punisher Movie Poster
Punshar: No Escaps ..
Pun. Ongin (Classic) ..
Pun. Trode (Mini-Series) .
Punisher vs. Daredevil
Punshar vs. Wolverne

Ann1-3Epic1.2 42 11-1421-41 .75

Deluxe Movie Adopt | &

SpectSpiderman 140,141,143.158 .82 RoboCop Button Set (6) ...
105-130.148:157,161-168 . R0bOCOP Logo Clois Pin .
RoboCop Movie Poster
400 §3 Annld §2 401.422 RoboCop Madel ...

Tick 1-3(3¢d).4-8(15%)... RoboCop T-Shirf on Biac

Turtle 151). 2(310).6,7(2n0)
7(1s.9.1514 $4.50 17-33
Archie 1-7(1stRare) $3.50 8-111.50

WebSpider | $6 2-852 2932
14-28.40-46,65 $1.8D "47-65,67.68 $§1
Whatlr? 4811141817 ... 150
2.12.13,18(%-Men) $2 10(Pun) ..$2
Wolverine 3 §5 7-10$2 11-16 . 1.50
17-20 (Byme-Saiel) $1 21-31 _ 150
Hovok & Woivenne1-d . .......450
Kitty & Wolvetine: 1565 2-4.3.50
Mini1-4 §10 Wolvsagai-4 ...

X-Factor| | §7.50 212
13-23.25-38 1.80 39-58.Ann4 .
X-Men 144-176 85 177-204 ...
221,223.228-252.243 §2 244208 $1
Annugl 6107 85 11-14 . sz
 AlphaFign11.2 83 Mogk 1.4

Susspr's TM & © 300b Centus

9350»5_

Lim Edit Movie Il Cardi St 1995 X-Men: Days Future Past ..

k 1295

1996 ' Captan Biitain Trade
1695 Dazder The Mowe ..
1495  Excolibur Mojo Mayhem ...
495 Excolibur Origin .,
-395 * Havok & Wolv 1-4
.395 Longshot Trade ...
485  Wolverine Jungie Advent .4
1255 Wolverine Soga 1:4
-585. Wolvenne Tiade

595 Wolvenne Vs, Hulk.. ..
Wolvenne Vs. Nick Fury
Wolverine \s: Punisner
Wolvenne Vs. Spiderman
X-Factor: Prisoner of Love .
X-Mer: Asgardian Wars .

Fiom the Ashes ...
Graphic Novel..
Phoenix Saga .
Sovage Londs
Stagjammers 1.2..

0.495 X-Mern
695 X-Men
796 X Meny
X-Meon:
29,96 CMern:

. 395

I Box 470-M25 |
Gainesville, VA 22065
(703)-347-7081

1. Sarstoction guaranfesd |

2. rems guoranteed wn VFNM

3. Pacesare I
(EX Tick I-3ore sngns.sue

Ia Minimum order $T8,

5. Piacse try tolst otieast 550
sacond choices, alleinalives l

&. Enclose check or money
order. Pieass, Poymentinl.s,|

Fou 1

Gropne Novg 1.4 95 2859 81 N1 § a4 3 ol
ook oy 15 aa  MervaiComics 1-389(Woi) 180 X-MenClamic 1384 467 & SotumaRtchdhen:
Tales of Turties (Newl) . 1495~ 1129 81 31:a7(50161 - Wolv) -...76 “46»1‘?'-2‘2‘-29-3'-4_7‘- $1.50 Sort Bandabie Fgure Hs (Fox #703-347-2156)
Turties Buttan Set (6) ... 695 Rar SripsdnBution | 8. U5. ada $2.95 for smpping, |
Turtles Lim: Cord Set. ... 14.95 8on Ciosonne Pin . Can $495. Faregn 5855,
Turtles Lim Ediit Porticlio 9.95 8ort Smpsan Poster A q5 AddS) forinsuiance . - I
g 9. /Add §| if oldenng posters. -
Turtles Movie Adaption 495 sar T AP o
Turties Vigeos Vol 16 ., 1495 {Indicate sie - L or XLY ; weets (or.cel Vefv1
Homer Smpson Bendable 455
Simpsons Button Set (6) 695 | Wereservetnengniio up'dose,
Simpson Fomily Cioss Pin 4,65 | PToes and fmit quaniities I
Simpson Famiy Key Crain .45 | 0. xpiies 1231/90. Were for
Simpson Famiy Poster Book 9.9 | C01010Q ofter then. THANKSI
{Contains 8 full-color posters!)

mlmmcmmml)

$mpson Farmily T-5nt.




TANK-THING'S
SUBMERGING/

ANPVULTURE'S
FLYING OFF {
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THE IDEAL HONEYMOON SPOT
FOR MR. AND MRS. JoN;

ATHON
4&'4?’ THE MfSTAKE I

MADE THE £AST TIME T
GBTAINEP MARY. JANE WAS
KEEFI

ING HER 50 CLOSE
To HOME -~ =

.. SHE'LL ALWAYS HAVE THE
SHARKS TO RUNTO/

HEATING UNIT 5
EXPLODING!PIECE V7
GOING OVERTHE SIDE! [ 4

HIT PEDESTRIANS e
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> TS UTTLE

P CHUNK OF \.X
@ X SHRAPNEL-- ‘g};ﬁ

£ 315 Gows RIGHT
/5 BACK WHeERrE T
BEzonss”

! WAENING LIGHT JR
WEBF-SHOOTER

BLINKING! ZM ALMOST

OUT OF WEER R’




TS

STAN LEE'S
SOAPBOX

regry, Hi, Heroes! Wanna know why comic book
columnwrimgetgray?'l‘rymiaunim
AN size—
Afew ishes back | told you to watch for
'ImoThinAir.'memw:ohanmvée
Bul

lipenners
play , right?
Uh uh! Larry just told me title was
cha o “Ambulance’| Naturally, by the
time he told me, the Soapbox column
wglr_lri;g"lha other fitle had aiready been

pri ¢
Well, to avoid any future foul-ups, just
watch for a new thriller which may or may

new comic and companies
Z popping up? Recently, someone said he
was eotr;z‘vm'm having all this competi-

tion. | him to save his thyl |

__ mean ition i about!
make us work even harder! And who
c by it all? Hey, who else but you,
the readers; you, who keep us alive
shelling out your shekels for our mags!

we give you what you want, 1l buy us!
if not, it's goodbye, Charlia! And that's the
way it shouid be!

You've been wonderfully loyal to us over
£ the years, and no words of mine can fully
&% express our gratitude. Thats why | make
you this pledge—we'll néver stop bustin’
our chops to give you the best we've.got,
to prove worthy of your support, 10 excite
, to amuse you and, for better or
level with you! Fact is,
our earliest
youl”

you
~aW A worse, to al
[r=3% there's noway we'll ever ft
ge . . .“We're nothing

& it ﬁ :

CRECKLIST -

UNE, as hyperproiific Marvel

Executive éitur—slash-\‘\ﬁsoonaim

ite Mark Gruenwald always fails to
remind us, is National Dairy Month. You
know what that means? Yes, that's right,
it's time once again for our first annual
stroll around the Marvel neighborhood, to
see how dairy products affect us in our
sveryday lives. Perhaps we should get
ultranice dresser Assistant Editor Darry
Butter (er, Barry Dutter) to accompany us
on this litle venture? Perhaps not.

The first stop on our sojourn is the local
New York Smiler deli, We head toward the
refrigerated dairy section in all its pre-

Wo :

=
Jay Muth, Mike Mignola, and Sergio
Aragonés. Now you see why its called
the Marvel Bullpen.

We exit the New York Smiler, and con-
tinue our stroll around the Marvel
neighborhood. What's playing at the local
theater? THE STORY OF CHEESE,
perhaps? No, that was last week. This
week, H'sﬂOBOCO_PZ,co—scfip&sd the

he-was-doing-n
weren't-cool Frank Miller. We are re-
minded of our comics adaptation of this
ultrapopular film, which we mightuga you
1o pick up, if you need your U RDA of
lip-puickering, justice-dispensing cyborgs.
s byrAm.Gfam, Mark Bagley, and

splendor. We spy the milk
and are reminded of the happy days of our
youth, reading comics by the fi

Il firm beli in the

while sipping Bosco and milkk, Not every-
one has had so fortunate a childhood,
however, and Marvel has recently been
trying to do something about it.

Marvel has joined forces with the National
Committee for the Prevention of Child
Abuse and the K-Mart Corporation to pro-
duce a comic book featuring Spider-Man
and Skids of the New Mutants, dealing
with child abuse. Th ic will be distrib-

separation of the four basic food groups.
Why, look! Its a record stare! Wasn't
there a mega-groovy group a few decades
back known as the Cowsills? Why, sure
there was| Maybe we can score one of
their old albums on compact disc. While
our fingers browse almost of their own
accord, we happen upen the brand-new
CD by the not-guite-yet-but-soon-to-be-
Otis Ball and the Chain. The

uted through K-Mart, and given out free to
any parent who asks for it.

The comic came out in April, which, as

lash-GHOST  RIDER-writer

Child Abuse Prevention Month. Certainly
preventing child abuse is a high prkmgtor
all of us, parents and non-parents allke.
Another priority, of course, is reminding
children and non-children alike that milk is
good forstrong teeth and bones.

One t"g)uy w&odraws a:v.e;‘ﬂﬁm teeth a‘g'dl
great bones rnag;m ("Don't
me happy") Lee. (No relation to Stan.)
Jim were a happy guy, hed really have a
reason to smile now, since he is now regu-
lar penciler of the X-MEN, beginning with
issue #268.

Todd McFarlane, on the other hand, is

always happy to smile for us. The incredibly -her everyd
Canadian is

popular squiggly

giving birth this month to a new book
featuring the adjective-less Spider-Man.
Todd is writing and drawing this one,
surely cause for a celebration. Tell Aunt

album is called “I'm Gonna Lave You Til |
Don't,” and it features back-up vocals on
one song by the Buddha Singers. As fate
would have it, three of the Buddha singers
are Marvel's own—the tow-headed neo-
Editor Mike Rockwitz, colorist-par-excel
lence Steve Buccellato, and our ever-
smiling Direct Sales Manager Lou Bank
As Lou described it, “Otis serenaded us
outside our window, and this inspiréd us to
sing with him. It was one of the most senti-
mental moments of my life.” Lou predicts
that Otis Ball and the Chain will be “bigger
than the sliced wheel."

Sliced wheel? A probable cheese refer-
ence. Further proof that dairy products
‘have become of the American culture.
Why, someone would have to be a foof to
not include da.trg products as part of his/

ay diet. Which reminds us,
appropriately enough, that June is aise
the release of the first issue of the FOOL-
KILLER Limited Series.

It's scripted by ultra eccentric Howard
the Duck creator Steve Gerber, with art

mela-talented

Ma&osmekupr ilk and cookies!
I, we've lingered over the dairy
counter so fong the shop owner is begin-
ning to stare at us in a peculiar way. Letus
maove on. As we reach the check-out counter,
we spot the latest issue of the mucho-in-
formative, uliraprestigious SOAP OPERA
WEEKLY magazine. We can't help but re-
call the April 10th isssue of SOW, which
{eatured an interview with the second lady
of American theater, Elaine Lee. (No
relation to Stan.) Elaine spoke of her
erstwhile role on the more-than-a-soap-
opera-more-like-a-dramatic-ongoing-

show, THE DOCTORS, and her
on the if-comics-could-sing-the-world-
would-sing-with-them STEELTOWN
ROCKERS. Although Elaine made no
mention of dairy products in the interview,
we have to wonder if the thought of them
might have crossed her mind.

We are reminded of the Wall of Bovines
in the office of Epics own super hard-
working assistant editor, Marie Javins.
Marie has had some of the biggest names
in the business contribute drawings of
cows to her wall. Ameng them: Jim Lee,
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by the to Marvel,
JJ Birch. Steve created the Foolkiller
character in the early seventies in an
issue of his mucho-classic MAN-THING
series. Now there's a whole new nutcase
in the Foolkiller suit, and he's re-defined
the meaning of the word *fool.” We wonder
if this might include those who won't drink
their milk!

Well, it's getting late, and our trip 'round
the neighborhood has come to an end.
We're tired—but it's a good kind of tired.
As we reflect back on our day, we can't
help but realize what a large role such
products as cheese, butter, and milk play
in our lives. But some of us enjoy them
perhaps a little too much. In a recent
study, it was revealed that Wisconsin
adults weighed in as the nation’s most
obese In a national survey—for the third
consecutive year! The reason for their

plumpness? Seems its their
high consumption of dairy products like
cheese and butter. Perhaps there's a lesson
to be learned here. (Say, isnt the pre-
obese non-serial killer Mark Gruenwald
from Wisconsin?)

.
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Dear Jim,
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #330 was a poor issue of what is
normally an excelient title,
‘are two reasons for my opening comment, the first of which
' can be summed up in two words: The Punisher. | know he is one of
Marvel's most popular characters, but | find him a mere stereotype
‘and an excuse to glorify mindless violence. Take the last two images
on page 25, for example. Can we really consider this to be accepta-
ble comic book storytelling? | think not! Having Spider-Man work
alongside him is incredible. Shouldn't the Peter Parker we all know
and love at least turn his back on such a vigilante, if not hunt him
down as the killer he is?
My second disappointment with this issue was the art. Mike

Machlan's inks just didn't work with Erik's pencils. The whele issue.

looked rushed and scratchy. Please don'tletus see this combination
again. .

Wordsley, Stourbridge:
West Midlands, DYB 6PX

Sorry you felt that way about this Issue, Martin. Butthere are
some people who don't share your views about the Punisher’s
modus operandi . . .

Dear Editors, ,

Toward the end of issue #330, “The Powder Chass,” a man has
+ just shot at the Punisher with the intent to kill him. The Punisher
retaliates by blowing the man away. And Spider-Man has the guts to
say, “Did you have to do that?" What did he expect the Punisher to
do—wait for the punk to blast his head off? Some Marvel characters
do no have special web-fluid to subdue their opponents. | can't see

any reason why the Punisher shouldn't have shot the man.
Joseph Olszewski, Jr.
2802 Shelley Road
Philadelphia, PA 19152

Your letter touches upon a sensitive controversy,
Joseph—does a person have a right to take the law into his
oown hands, especially when he feels his life is at stake? Spider-
Man strict I doctri permit himto
kill a fellow human being no matter how corrupt that person
may be. But like you said, not sveryone has web-fluid and the
ability to dodge bullets. Makes you wonder what Peter Parker
would do if placed in a similar circumstance without his
powers, doesn'tit? -

Dear Jim, R

Much as [ like the work that Michelinie is doing on AMAZING, Iind
it necessary to convey how much | detest the artwork. lssue #330
has got to be the worst art that | have ever seen on this book, and |
' have been reading Spidey since the 60s during the Romita era.
Please—find a replacement, or ask Larsen not to make these

characters look llke such carlcatures. .
M.D. Garner
Box #20959
Long Beach, CA 90801

Not everyone feols the way you do about Mr. Larsen’s por-
trayal of your favorite characters, M.D. . . .

Spider-Staff,

Issue #330 was great! The subject of drugs is a very relevant one
these days and the Punisher fits right into such a storyline. However,
itis the art which | find intriguing.

Larsen’s style is paradoxical in that is constantly fluctuating from
a look that borders on the absurd, to a look that is wonderfully

listic and visually ag ing. Pages 9 and 11 are agood example
of this change in the artwork. This alternating style effectively
integrates all the world's complexities and absurdities into the
comic, making the end product rather interesting!

Similarly, there is a noticeable difference betweenthe portrayal of
scenes that take place during the day and those that take piace
during the night. The night cnes are much more effective because
they make use of devices like shadows and lights and create a
mood, If the same sort of thing could be worked on for the day
scenes, the comic would have even better than it already is!

Thanks for keeping Spider-Man's character consistent! His aver-
sion to senseless killing and his enduring wit are all part of his
charm!

Colin Stevenson
Toronto, Ontario

And if Colin's letter doesn’t convince you, M.D., how about

thisone...

Dear Jimand Dan,
| won't bother praising the artwork of issue #330; considering |

]
am writing about AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, | would think that redun--

dant. Allow me to plunge into my comments about the story,

| was glad to see the Punisher return to the pages of his origin, ha
-always works well with Spidey and his reappearance was long
overdue (| believe he last surfaced in issue #202). In this shoot'em
up, non-stop action thriller, both the web-slinger and Mr. Castle’s

* distinct personalities were portrayed expertly. | particularly enjoyed

Erik Larsen’s rendition of both characters' facial expressions as
indicators. of moods. For 'example, through. his countenance,
Spider-Man's reverence for human life was evident, as was the
Punisher's contempt for the criminal element he combats. Mr.
Larsen is proving himself a worthy successor 1o Todd McFarlane.

Eddie Brock dead? WOW! A most stunning development. ..
however, I'd be willing to wager his deadly alter-ego will be back.
Good going gentiemen! |

Ariel Carmona, Jr.
616 1/2 N. Harvard Bivd.
CA 80004

As you've no doubt discovered by now, Arlel, it's not Eddie
Brock we should all mourn but his alien symbiote|

Gentlemen,

You guys deserve plenty of compliments for your great meddling
in Peter Parker’s lite, but you can hear those from most of your ather
readers. So what am | here for? I'm going straight for a No-Prize, of

course,

ASM #8330, the teaser interlude on page 15, panel 3: One of the
Guardsmen yells an order to “Shut off the sonic barrier guarding the
door!" before entering Eddie Brock's cell: This.is an apparently
pointless breach of security, since only the alien is sensitive to the
sonics and others can pass through the sonic wall unaffected (ASM
#316, page 1, panels 4-6). Why bother canceling the sonics when
that caused Venom's earlier plan to escape to succeed?

The answer: Unlike the' pre-Armar Wars suits, the recently un-
veiled (AVENGERS SPOTLIGHT #29) Guardsmen Mark If suits
now employed at the Vault can be effected by the sonics. My guess
is that the barrier would disrusql the suits' short-range broadcast
power reception. (When Tony Stark designed the Mark II, he failed
to include an internal power source so that the suits could never be
used outside of the Vault). According to Iron Man, the suits’ juice
comes from power strips built into the Vault itself, but | doubt the
cells themselves are equipped with these,

Do | get a No-Prize? Please?

Atany rate, thanks for bringing back Venom—or at leastthe alien,
since its apparently gone AWOL without the late (121) Mr. Brock.

Scott E. Tate
PO. Box 342
Monte Vista, CO 81144

Can't believe they fell for the ol “Shut off the sonic barrier”
schtick again, eh, Scott? Well, how intelligent can a person be
whose line of work is g ing the most d super-
villains in the world?
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IF THE WORLD ENDS TOMORROW

s

IT'S ALL YOUR FAULT.

Konami® and Ultra® are putting you under the gun by giving you
the power and strength to save mankind from certain extinction.

In Super C™ and Snake’s Revenge™ two new mega-hit mega-wars,
you'll be bombed, blasted and befuddied by the vile alien Red Falcon and
the world's premier madman Higharolla Kockamamie. From the onset of
these onslaughts, they’ll fight you tooth and claw with thousands of planet
blistering weapons. And if your rocket launchers, flame throwers, laser

guns and supreme wits fail

to overcome multiple levels of mass

destruction, civilization will cease
to exist. And you'll have no one to
blame but yourself.

Licensed by Nintendc® for play on the Nintendo
Ertenanment System® Konami® i a registered

and UTRAGAMES® are regisiered radenans
of Uira Software Corporavon, Super C™is.a
wadermark of Konam Inc. Snake's Revenge™

15 a ragemank of Uira Soffware Comoration.
Nirtencio® and Nintendo Enteranment Sysent™
ar= regstened rademurks of Ninterido of Amenca
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